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Congress  authorized  $100,000 to build a federal 

courthouse at Moscow, Idaho, in 1906. The courthouse was built 

five years later in 1911 in the Federalist style. It served for more 

than sixty years until the U.S. government declared it surplus in 

1973. The building faced an uncertain future until it was 

purchased by the City of Moscow, renovated, and eventually used 

as the city hall. 	
  

The new federal  bui lding , a minimalist structure of 

concrete and glass was built in 1973. Like the earlier building it, 

too, was declared 

surplus after nearly 

forty years and sold in 

2012 to a local 

hospital.	
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sources: 
 
“Moscow City Hall,” Preservation Moscow Newsletter of the Moscow 

Historic Preservation Commission, 	
  
May 2011.	
  

General Services Administration (GSA), “GSA to Dispose of Excess 

Property, Save Taxpayers Dollars.” 

http://gsa.gov/portal/content/139435	
  
 
Links: 
 
City of Moscow Preservation Moscow: 

www.ci.moscow.id.us/records/Publications/PreservationMoscow2010-

11.pdf#search=federal%20building	
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Moscow’s federal courthouse, 1911. 
(National Archives) 

	
  

	
  

	
  
Moscow federal building under 

construction. 
(University of Idaho) 

	
  

	
  
Moscow federal building, 1930. 

(University of Idaho) 
	
  

	
  
1973 Moscow federal building. 

(U.S. Courts) 
	
  


